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her and others I gleaned more word of the Aucas'
extreme hostility to people from the outside, and
of the fate that had met Roggierone on his gold-
hunting expedition. And again, as so often in the
past, the spectre of the "white chief with a beard"
was told with only slight changes.
Regretfully enough, all such tales have to be
taken with a very large grain of salt, as do any
Indian stories, for that matter, the first or second
time of hearing. I had long since discovered that
an Indian's account of an occurrence, if you are
successful in getting one at all on your initial ques-
tioning, will vary greatly from what you will hear
later. This may come from a variety of causes, not
necessarily because of a deliberate intention to lie.
The teller may be afraid of you> afraid to tell you
anything; then, again, he will be very apt to give you
the version that he thinks will please you most.
Add to this a myriad of ulterior motives of his
own, and it can be well understood how extremely
difficult it is to obtain accurate information even
from eye-witnesses of events. Great care must be
used in questioning to give no impression of
anxiety, lest the answer will be what he thinks you
wish it to be.
The best way to get round the situation is to
collect all the stories your informant offers you from
time to time and strike an average.
So the "white chief with a beard" caused me no
concern; yet in checking back over my notes I find